O, slnce you've really v) Defeasn,
Wiy nof, this present Besden,

Omdtting ol abeurd pretenos,
Give Judyment by Gonfersion !

Bo aball you be my lawiul wifey
And b—your falthinl daver—

Bo Teuwst of your beari for Life,
Witk no Rewmaloder over!

THE LOST DEEDS;

AN QLD-FASHIONED IOVE BTORY.

HY MRS, ANNA YOUNG.

CHAPTER L
TRE OLD RUIN—A FEANFTUL HISTONY.

A taveller paused on the outskirts of 4 picturesque
wllage to survey its romantic surroundings, with the
wye of un wrtiel kud the heart of & poet.

The Nitle hamlet waa nesled eway in & sechaded
mook bemumed in by high hille, on which gleams of the
Mading sunset still lingered.

Through the glen brawled & clear, rapid siream,
wheso waters broke into foum over vast boulders of
wook, which obetructed their course, unti! they reached
o fall of about twenty feet in height; from the foot of
shis the rivalet moved ou smoothly and quictly, Half
» mile below the fall, scuttered along the banks of the
stream, ey the villuge; above it, was the spst which
most sitracted the artistic eye of the stranger. This
woe & Normun-French collnge, bnilt of the stope fonnd
7 abundance in the valloy, but the rongh walle were
almost hidden by the ivy shat had overgrown them
throvgh years of ve.lect aud deciy. A tew acres of
ground sreiched awny over a level space, which ter-
mizated ebrupily st the foot of the overhang:ny cliths,
that formed s picturesque background for the lonely
snd ceserted home, over which wealth and taste had

evidenty once presidad,

Frulj treee, grase and flowers, grew around ths rmin

I wanton profumon; und the tottering portico seemed

oaly upheld by the tenacious fibres of the ivy, which

elasped themselves around ite pillare, and hung in large

wreatha from its mouldering cornice.

The outhouses had been built of less subetaniial ma~
teials than the dwelling; snd they had fallen utterly
%0 decay, lying in gray masses upon the earth, half

eunecaled by the high grass that grew sronnd them.

The young mun pansed npon the edge of the siream,
and gared around in increasing wonder that s epot for
'which patare had done so much should be deserted by
man., He removed his hat, and permitted the bland
air of eveniug to wander through dark, silky curls,

shat thaded n high, ymooth brow, on which twenty
three summers had left Do trsce of eares or sorrow,

goldon sy :0ns 9
~yet in the tlexible ]lr. in the deap eyen, was read a
seisitive nature, which might be wroaght even o mad-
pess by upmeriied sufferiog.  L'he lights and ehudo we
1a the pictare before hum, the gorgeuns autumn livery
of the forest trees, the ailvery ow of the wters in the
brook, filled the ter's ponl with n senee of baaut
whch ssked 1o perpetusted, Ho took from his
pockel penal wnd paper, and mude & rapid and masterly
o be enlurged aud colored woen the means
were at his command.

Buddenly & vuice spoke immediately uhove him, and,
with 8 etrupg nasal soocnt, eaid:

* Bure, an’ you be makivg u pictur of the house by
the BR-OA} Run, y oungster I

The artist locked areund, and saw perched upon a
fragment of & rock, safficiently elevated to enabis him
%0 uverlook his work, an old man, who seemed re-
dueed o the leet magea of poverty. His pateled
cdothing, battered hat, and sabd expresaion, at
esc6 proclaimed him one of the unfortanates o earth—
@ humean being fatlen into the dreariness of old age,
without fustune or friends. :

“You are correcs,’” replied the youth, “and I
shonld like to know why so beautifnl & spot is given
up 1o decey and derolation 1"

* An' gure, #ir, it's everyhody that onght to know
bow tha: place came to be left 1o fall sway L2 nothing,
It's the womder of the valley, an' every efilld in it cau
tell yom that & curse rests on tha' .'.:lr{y honse, I'm a
Enr, beggur body, but it's the eky 1'd rather troat 10
& covering tasn shelter myself under thut roof
ever there.”

#1am curious to henr the story;
apce, and the history of the hoase

sapper, olo man.
us stimunlated, the beggar began & disjoiated etory,
which we prefer putting in our 0wn words.

Muny, mapy years before, an Eoglish gentlemin
sought o howe iu the United Biates; leaving the more

8 portions of the eountry, be struck ont in the

eet, »ud finally sestled in the villege of Glenfall,

He erected the cottage after a plan fornished to the

arehitect by limself, and decorated it with paintings

snd other objecta of art brought from his home in the
0.d Worla,

Mr. Lennox was & man of gloomy and saturnine
femper, and the three motherlees lads who aecom-
panied bim to his new home semed to have mherited
much of lus own natore, [hey grew to reckless and
wild matarity, often treating their fathar with extreme
uukinduess, which at times was bitterly resented—at
wthers, pase burne., Boenes of wrath and vio-
Jeme often oocurted within the cottage, and the in-
mates of Glenfall gradually came to losk upon i ine
babitan's ua oulewe sgains the peace and order of

village.

At lepgth the old man died, and the sem# quarreled
over the succossion o the property be bad left. The
eldest claimod the chisf El’ﬁﬂﬂ by the aw of primo
geuiture which prevails in his nstive lund. The two

E®T ponn deuiad the equity of such a claim in s

of equal righw; the dispute grew so bigh that
blows were exchanged; the brethren foaght around
L ! ull one stained it with hie heart's
Mosd; and, in place of Lewg appalled ab this culas-
tropbe, the two survivory ssemed only inflamed by it
%0 8 more deadly lguum of rege t each other;

I nto the open ulr wnd renswed the combat,
she object of each one resming 14 i adg“
of ‘the binf above which the cotiars Sy a8
-liﬂ-ll: muﬂ&'“ﬁﬂb’iﬁunﬂﬂ rocks below, ’

Y gridually approsched the brink;
they grappled in a deaaly "mh"’:‘spiﬂ for miillb;‘:‘k')-
ments it scemed as if the two would fal] togeher and
shwe & common dodm in the wuters belowx. Both
were mes of powerfnl frume, and violen: passlons:
peithar would 3inld; sndthe terrible scone was draw.
ing 1o & elose, when the elder, by & sudden eflort of

srcugth, di d Lis brother from bim witl;
bis right Lan i, and with his left grasped the hody of 4
young tree thet grew near the sdge of the blaf,

The falling man shrieked s he went down:

** The curse of kindred blood shall follow o !

Whet he would huve further said was drowned umid
the mmm; bis boad came in contact with the
ay g of a rock, and he was instantly killed,

from the wounds on his bod
of the foam &8 it broke over the
tream had dgnrnrd ita amipons nume,
erer

ray beisin at

I win you yoar

tinged the color
all, and tius the

. P:ﬁmu.r did ll;ot m\? w lmueuit the result of
evil passions. Hae guthered togethor th
money aud otzer viludbles belo to his father, nn:;

fied before any legal gction eonld be taken aguinst bim,

Pursuit proved nnavailing. The mardered brethren
were buried in the same grive ut the foat of the hills,
and years of ellent desolation brooded over the lonely
associations connected with it wers ko
#ightful that no tenant was found willivg to oseupy

{

It
was & bright hopeful fa e, full of the joy of youthi—the
t:ons of & happy and prosperous future

sirange suspicions began to be whispered
lnawemm about it than any one el?a -

“ Did any ose act on those jorons | -

# Just as some of the folks had made up thelr minds
that tomething was wrong, and the matier onght to
be looked into, Lindorf waa found oue mornin dead
in bis bed; some esid remores of conacience killed
bim, but most o' the people about here thought he had
pet &n end to hissel?, 80 you sce the old ruiu is donbly

* And what hecame of the young girl 1

" 8he stayed in Glenful! until her brother, a m‘.log:
chap, was written to, and came for her—that is, &
ealied him brother—but, they waen't 8 bit alike, and I
don't believe she wae uny kin to kim. The lad wae
dark, fiery looking, and mighty like old Lindorf; bu:
the gal waa fair as the mow-drops, sad quiet in her
way."

# And bas no oue hesrd from her rince 1"

“ Not for & long time. For a while, letiere came to
old Miza Higgins, layliug sho wia a% school near her
brother, and was well contented; but they came sel-
domer upd seldomer, and now for four years tiay
baven't bad & word from her.”

 How long since she left Glenfulil’

' Nigh about six years."” .
The painter mused a faw moments, tod then said:

" The sadden death of Mr, Linlorf was quite nataral
—men often die in a i, and .n;m':? &0 iﬁm ]ensllhoutd
not prevent apy one from inhabiting tbat Jovely spot.

pnﬁmmnt.’ and beauty of the place are what I
ave long been pesking, aud I am really tempied to

nite pozseagion with the bata and owls"

beggar peered at him with an expression of io-
tepse surpriee on his withered face,

“ An’ 18 & daring man you'd be to stay there bz

Jt'a the common balief that the plase
iveu over to an evil demon, und that wobody caim
stsy there withont efther dymg theirsolves or be-
ing accused of ninging about the desth of some one
ela”

The lietener langhed. * :

0] ghe!l be certain to dic when my time comea,
wheiber 1 am in that ruin or in my own lodginge in
town. As to the other I should never be ifraid of
such an ahsurd charge bemg made against me, 1
really think I-shall brave the gobline, for the view
from the portico will make an enchanting picture.
You tee I am an artist, old man, and I can easily
find accommodations for myself and my ease! in that
old roin, in soch delicions a8 we lave at
present.” : . .
“'Well, stranger, T jest think that if yon doetay in
Glenfall cottaye, you will be :Ehty fool-hurdy, thut's
all;" and the beggar arose prepared o hobble
away with the md of & etick. The youngy man took
out & silver coin, and offering it to him, said:

1 shali pot try i to-night, at all events. Bat whut
did yen say was the name of the brethren1”

"ihny Whauke, sir, for the old maw's supger, which
this will pay for, Their nome was Lennox, and may
your fate never be like theirs,”

“Not Inlit‘hl:ln!;r of thas,” w:;kdsfo cheerful re-

#e, as he leaned againet the trank of an aged tree
:’;:?d.rm in all the heauty of the balmy evening, u«i
the pietaresque scene before him, On the westera eide
4 rift io the ]u.l.ll itted gleams of the g‘flden sun-
et to penetrate d]:]o valley and light up the little patch
of desolation at their base, The house was crowned
with & dome, and the glags which remained unbroken
* | caught the ruddy glow und reflected it back in kuea of

yourself,

fire,

At length the purple sbadows of ev: ithered
over w:sg.'enr. n‘r)nl thinking doe‘sly onmm of
the old place, the young artist walked slowly toward
the village of Glenfull, in search of lodging for the
uight. y

——
CHAPTER IL
AN OFPORTUNITY REJECTED,

The village of Glenfall consisted of a etraggling ccl-
ection of frame buldings, scattered along at the base
of the hills, which completely girdled this retired nook.
The most of the dwellinge were surrounded by inelo-
ures filled with ehrubs, grass and flowers, A wide
gommon slope toward the stresm, shaded by trees of a
century's growth, which were ecaltered at intorvals
slong ite margin,

Near the cenire of the villzge two immense cake
spread their gnarled branches over 4 large log house,
whitewashed on the outeide, und adorned with doors
and shutters painted of & vivid green. Ewinging from
& convenient bongh in front, was & grim and weather-
beaten portrait of Washington, which served as & sign
to the public house te which it gave ite nams,

The Washington Hones, s it wss awbitiously
called, waa neither very extengive nor much given to
entertaiving guests. Oocasionally & stragaler came to
this secluded spot, which no railroad had yer invaded,
and the old couple who kept the honse welsomed him
most hoepitably, as much for the news he bronght with
him trom the outside world, sa for the trifling sum bLe
wa# charged for hia board, ‘

As he came with mlow sieps townrd the village, the
lingerng twilight gave the young travaler an opportu-
nity of observing all the details we have endeavored to
set forth,  Lresh from the heat and turmail of the cicy,
his sou! was filled with the qniet charm of the scene
and the sweet influences of the honr. His resolution
w8 taken to rewain & scason in Glenfall, and if' prac-
ticable, 1o become the tenant of the ruinsd coltaye.
He waa singularly free from superstitious fears, and for
peveral 1easous the very seclusion its evil repatation
wonld ansnre was its greatest recommendation,

A veversbe conple long past middle ege, sat Le-
neath the shadowe of the trees, which unn§ a8 u por-
L .»’ o the tuvern. The siranger wae 8 welcome sight
to them, for many weeks hed elapsed since a guest
had sought the shelter of their roof; and thie one wus
of such prepossessing sppedrsuce ke promised some.
thing to iuterest aud enliven then. :

The young man hud an active, well preportioned
figure, and a nmg]z marked mongh pleasing face,
lf: eyes were dark, foll and expreseive, and the
marsive brow rose ke & dome mbove them. His
wouth wes permitted 15 show it mobile axpression
though a ] murtache carled above a finely carvod
upper lip, which seemed capable of quivering sither
with paasion or with glos, as suited the mood of ita
oWDer,
His dress was simple, and suited to the pedsstrian
tonr he was evidently making. A looss linen blonse
belted to hie waist showed benesth it a pulr of service-
able pants and strong walking bosts, A large aloueked
hat of fiue stzaw ahaded his hair, wlich was of u pule
brown, and eurled in ehort rmge round bie templen,
Altogether, the artint was & very attractive looking
person, even in s dusty travelling costamas, and
this be knew very well, though Le wesby no meaus
vain or inelined to self-cunceit. .
Hia arrival hid already been haralded by the old bag.
ar, who was snugly eokconced in the kitchen, partak-
Eax of the supper the bounty of the strunger had ena-
bled aim toorder,  Mr. Higgins put co his speciacles,
that he might take o sutisfuctory mrvey of the young
man as b came toward them, and the old lady woon
followed his unﬂ:b. The pleasing lmpresaion mude
on them was coutirmed by the cheerful, manly voice
which greeted them:
"' A good evening to you, my friende; and may yon
liva to enjoy muny that can eoothe the heari ad
ohirm the :3' s this does.  Your little valley (s really
ae beantiful ws g nook of Eden, and you, ia your pt-
trlarchal simplicity, sented beneuth these mageificent
mﬁ;}:“‘ﬁ‘r mfstakan for the first mun and woman Y
e '
wdﬂuhi‘m.i," 'y upon the world you had people
iy any thanks 1o on, o A P
me does not syer ix‘:ﬁ. gr'u‘: *Lm{ﬂi..?:;":uﬁ?f
honored position us b,  Adam wus the firab man
from the band of God; buy the first man in our town
:?l;gl:h. ol4 ":‘:"""" T, but the owner of the
ey
for & Hving.” yonder, who dasm’t do nothing
The sranger half smiled, and good tnmaoredly suid:

4, thongh any oup mwight Luve fpken possengiop wigh ti

“J wp oty b9 fad B 1he ouiget that my puradipg

YORK DAILY TRIBUNE, SATURDAY, FEBRUARY 18, 1800,

1

as & pleam of light remains 1 wish to wateh thnm
aws deepening over the hill sides and settlivg in the

valley."

% ﬂeople that come here often have the gamewhim,"
remarked Mia, # ' You can have & table here
with vour supper I & few wivntes, T will soe after it
myself, becanse I hike your jooke.”

Mre. Hi into the house, nnd ‘?lﬂprj-
tuined, followed by & well-grown, me

with hair ent thar{ to her head, and her somewhst
scanty garments of hle meatness. Bhe
brovght & emall table covered with sml:?. n.:t_ldn,
onwhich u palatable supper was soon spre hile
he slowly mkid the the str Wid €0n-
scious that his host and hostese were incessantly talk-
fvg to him, though kis mind ook little note of what
they were s ip‘;. :

At lepgth 3:0 prond quentions were sskiod:

“What 18 your name, young man—and what may
your ocenpation he when you are at homs 1"

This armeed lm from his reverie, and he regsllﬁn_l:

' My nawe is Harry Arden, aud Iam a dabbler in

1

p!?!« painter, well tha is Incky,” euid Mra. 11 X
] was jest wanting the winder shetters to our house
dove over; the green a.in:ui.{’h go pretty a2 it was, Ef
you etny with us long enough, Mr. Arden, yon can get
lhejnb,a;g y your way &t the same time.
“ Excuse Islﬂ. ma'am, but yon make a slight mistale,
I am not a honse-painter, but an artist; lnﬁl.l.!hl.va_na
objeetion fo take the portm'ts of yourself and Mr, Hig-
iin, un I paw you sittmg here as I came toward your
ouge; but I could not undertake the other com-

miggion.

* Oh, & figger painter; and that's all!” exclaimed
Mre, Higeine, with an expression of dissppointment,
“1 vally thinza aceording 1o their nse, Mr. Arden; and
1 dew't bee no wense in two ugly old ;t‘oopla _gh:.omy
old man ard me, gettin® our picters panted,
vou can’t underiake the shetters emma that would
Tuit me (o & notch. I've been after Higgine & long
#pell to bave ‘em done over, but be wonldu't send for
@ man from the next town. Den't you think, now,
y »u could manage it for mwe 1"

41 gm really sorry that I cannot secommodate you,
ma'emw; but scrionsly li::.wnot consent to do what is
80 entirely out of m iy

% I‘I’lo&)"f yonog m,an; anybody that can paint a man,
ean paint & plain of plank of & solid eclor,” here
remurked Mr, Higgins, " bat 1 kuow the diffarence b=
tween you picter-puinters and the otbers. You'd bet-
ter et gim alone, old woman, or he'll get allronted and
£0 to Wither's ut once. As 1 live, there he cowes DOW,
to #ee who we've got here,  Kemember your promise,
Mr, Arden, and don't be coaxed awny from us. Witn-
ers has o danghler, too, and she likes handsomo benux
to flirt with, sure. Beller keep way from Mias
Dora.”

# Do net be nneasy asto my elloglance to the Wish-
ipgton,” raid Arden, laughing. “1 am predeter-
mived not to find Mr, Witgtm irresistible, even if he
hae & pretty danghter as an ally.”

CHAFTER IIL
ASOTHER STRANGE OUTRAGE AT THE RUIN,

The person who now approached was a short, thick-
set man, with sandy bair and whiskers, and & conning
expression of face. His dress was of fine material,
+ nd arranged with some pretension to elogance, though
t wae rather of o flushy order. He wore his at set
jeuntily on the side of his head, and carried his thumbs
#tuck in the arm holes of hia vest, as he drow near
with a eteut and swagger, which proclsmed his ideas
«f bie own consequence.

A tall, staring mangion, with a portico in frout, sup-
ported by masaive pillars, stood on the corner opposite
the tavern, the trees had been removed from tha! spot
+lone, 1o digplay the handsome front of the new edi-
fice. It was of a composite order of architecture im-
possible to describe, aod most incongruous in effect.
From the window of his own sanctum, Mr, Withers
had observed the eutrance of & stranger in the quiet
village, and at onee came forth to ascertain ae much
concerning him s might be gathered. That he wus
young, handsome, and refined in appedrance, he saw,
ind if his manners eorresponded cwith his outwara
bearing, he intended again to deprive the tavern
keeper of hia gneet; for Mr. Withers fell the duliness
of the qmiet hitle town in which he lived, and wus
gladto extend hia hospitality to &ny presentable Fer-
son whoee pociety could relieve the monotony of Lis
daily Jife, ;

A® the villuge great man grew near, he removed his
hat, and couricously inelined Lis head to the new
comer, while be scio what was meant for an a«de:

A naw arrival, eh Higging | ("ame over on pur-

o to make s soyusinlance. Nice lookiug yonng
ellow; found out e name by this time I dare sy !
Ivtroduee me.”

Higgine deliberately ramoved hie pipe from hig lips,
and paid—

“ Mr. Arden, this Is John Withers, as Itold you
when 1 teen bim coming over here, He aint much to
inireduce yoa to, but Le wauts to know you, that he
pay kee s me out of the few dollare yon mizh® pay me,
by taking you over to his honse, snd having al i;mr
l.}m ant talk to hisself und his lovely darter, Miss

01 8.

* Reslly, really, Higgins, this is worse than ever,"
said Mr, Withers, growing very red in the fuce. * The
faet in, Mr, Arden, I1love soclety of a kind not often
fouud iu & smull town like hie, and when respectable
Inoking peuple come into the place, I sometines take
them imto wy poor house, endedvor W eutoriain
them as walf:n JTean, My good friend here doas not
like thie; be thinks I interfere with his bosineas, lhouﬁh
really nothing is further from my Intention thun to do
v

* Biop it, then, nud don't keep doing u thiag forever,
and )3? sy you have no inuntl]un of doing 1t That's
a flat contradiction 1 am not smart enonigh 1o recoacile.
Asto !.Lin?oung man, you won't take him awuy, for
when I tofd nim you would come after him, he prowmised
to stay he re—eo there now."”

Iie detiant tone proved too mnch for Mr. Withers'
politendss; with moch hent be asked:

* Hua the old heathen really extracted sush a pro-
mise from you, sir 1"

 No more u benthen than ;wmull’ John Withers,”
exclaimed Mis. Higgine, “My old mau isa bettor
Chrirtisn than {Iou are any day. Keep your names to

vurself, nud don't forget when yoa coms to the

ashington, that if you and Miss Dora in the gentoed
people of Glenfall, we come foremost amolg the re-
spectuble opea”
These words were so volubly uttered that Me, With-
ern seemed slight y bawildorod, and Arden took ad-
vantage of the boel panse turay—
** 1 beg that there toay be no misanderstanding on
my aceount, e it is not my intention to remain with
ellher of you, Mr, Higging misunderstood my plml._:‘a
not to secept an invitation from yon, Mr. Withers, if
you should prove eo kind as o tender we one; it in-
volved no promise to remain afterto-night st the Wash-
jngton, L'um an artist by profession, und I have ul-
rendy eelected s locality in the neighborhood, from
which to sketeh the purroanding seencry to ndvantage,
An roon gs posaible I shall make arrangements to take
poseerrion of "

Both his Heteners looked disappointed. Withers
quickly ssked—

“ May 1 ask what place you have chosen, vir 1 My
honee ik the highest in the village, and from the upper

windowns the view looks over the whole villige.”
“Muny thuoks for your y but s I came
down the glen 1 suw & desaried o , overran with

i:{, which will afford me shelter. possible, T will
take up my residence there for & fow weeks, umil [
¢in make pome stadies from neighboring epots to com-
biue bereafter in a ,Pm'"

As Arden uttered this ex jom, tho face of With.
&0 underwent many eingnlar changes, He lost much
ot bis flovid oulor, snd then flushed 1o a deeper purple
than ever, az he nervourly suid:

* You are probably not aware,

ourge regte upep kgt dreary epof,

{mmg man, that &
1# higarihgtong wuy

incident that occurred at Glenfall cottage, Mr, Arden!”
 The death of Mr, Lindorf1 Yes, Bir; the bogyar
related tbat; bat there was pothing very unaenalin
such an cocurrence, Men often retire in pparen
Dealth, snd sre fonnd dead the next morulng,
# Bot that is pot yet the lust. Oid Jerry has boen
away from this neighborhood for the last year, and In
that lime & new anraga has added to the just horror
in which the old ruin is held. It is my belief that if
any #pst of ground hes been given over to the Evil
One to work bis will in, it ie old Lennox place.
But to the story. About fuur mouths sineo, young
Lindotf returned to Glenfall, and in ou eceupy-
ing, for & season, the room in which his father died.
His object, T afterwards loarned, wae to recover rome
valnable family papers which the old gentleman ia be-
lieved to have secreted there, He eudeavored to get
some ope Lo necompany him and aid bim in the search;
bat, T was absent, and the people aboat hare refased to
» with him, 8o |indorf went np alone. His search
ﬁmi.n the day was ansuceessfnl, and he sent down Lo
ihe village fof wine, provisions and & lamp, resolnte to
remain through the night, in the siliy Lelief that the
old man wight come to him during ite watohes, and re
veal the hicfing placa of tie papere he was g0 anxious
to recover." i 2
' And were hishopes gratified " uzked Arden, wilh
i graye {ace. |
 Nonsense | bow shonld they be! Lindorf was
1y well tired ont, nnd at last fell asloep. The
sequel to the aftijr was, that he came very near never
wihivg iu this World ugain, A severe blow upon Lis
bead struck bim genseleas, and if 1 had not returned
home in the nick of time, he wonld probably have
died there, When I heard of what he had ventu
to do, and that he was still invisible at mid-day, I took
5 wan with me and went o Jook after him. [ found
bim covered with Miaod, and still ineenaible. Ihad
him conveyed tomy house, an i we uursed
he recovzred.” gy
v And the blow ! Who inflicted that ! A lhluq\ #0
real must huve been produced nr human egency, Was
ne clue Lo the perpetrator found v
“ None. Woraised o possee of men, snd made dili-
gent search amonyg tie ruins, bug we detected nothg
wrong abcnt them, The only conclnsien was that
supernatnial power biad been nzed agningt him."
* Thut seems to me an abatrd conclasion when the
man was seriously hﬁnnday something so tangible aa
ablow. ) really think, My, Withers, that 1 aball st~

temypt to reacue Cgenfull c:mr: from its weird reputa-

tion. 1have a frémd who will jomn me there, aud 1 thi
‘l’muhuttfinly:nmnm" u:::[klm v;ou:‘m l“'dp:twdﬂ:f
rawings 1 contemplate s

- lr.Plligme 1o visit me there, and see
shall make in my undermking. My
,and il wy good
land to farnish me witha
basket ‘of cold provisions every day, I will coma
f;mn {,';; them myself and report abeut the doings of

e ne."

" me, Mr, Arden,” said Mrs. Higgins, ' Yon'd
better etop long o' ue at nights, and only "face the
ghosts in the daytime, It's a mighty great ventor’
you're making to stay up there by yourselt.”

“ Toers wonld be no exetemens in not being thers

utag; “:lltﬂl ﬁmt.: o' nf t’:j..' }_m dﬁmudolf
re un L s form ; An
il Sdnasran 40 adoostalis Wiy they Gous Back b try

their strength on thoee who hive never harmed them.
Thore i« sowe hidden mystery abont the place, and
you may bo sare that such results s we have heard
related bnt pow are prodused by ple aa real us
either of us® 1s any illicit trade i on sbout here
which would render the house a desirable place of ren-
dezvons for those engaged in it 1

Mr. Withers exclaimed—

“Absord! in this quiet nock! How ean yon im-
ogine such & thing among » ;')te remarkable for
tueir simplicity and reciitude of life 1"

* From ils very seclusion designing men msy have
chosen it as least likely to be easpected. At all évents,
1 have made up my mind to try the experiment of in-
habiting the e, 1 will look st it to-morrow, and
wiite 10 my friend to join me ua soon a3 possible.”

* I wouid adviee you 10 remain here, then, untl
your friend comes. It will be safer, and better for
mapy .

Arden glanced at the sker, und the slight per-
tmmcinnﬂ:f manner, whi?h? Withers coald not wlto-
gether conceal, determined him to persies in hie design
of tuking poseession of the cottuge in the morning, I
A mystery really existed, he was by this time
obstinately determined 1o fathom it,
- =
CHAPTER 1V,
THE OID CHONE'S WARYING,

The young uriiet aross with ks detarmaination un-
chunged. A night's reflection bed cnly etrengthened
his purpose 1o solve the myetery of the hanntad honse,
He sut beneath the old trees, and partoook of his
breakfast, wondering within himeelf i he could ever
give o fair transeript of this lovely wvalley, with ita
charming contr wts, ite exquisite blendlng of grandeur
and beanty.

Again Mr. Higgine and his wifo would have renewed
the discussion of the previous evening, and dissunded
him from attempting to visit the cottage ; but he gaily
refused to Listen to oy foether remonstrauoe, und at
last Jeft them to pursue bis way up the valley, carry-
ing his portfolio under his arm.

He pavsed many timesin his walk to note the ple-
turesque turns in the brook which rushed with noisy
bmw'il taward ita bonrne. The mists soon rolled away,
aod 1he hills weze sharply defined in the morning sir,
their purple shadows contrasting with the brightness
of the sparklig stream which broke iulo foam wt their
bare. e at lofigth came to a rustic bridge which
spinned the stream just below the fall; this seemod
seureely pate to pass, but he vestured over, snd by
“"5""'},‘ cwefully, reashed the other side in safety.
Arden had loitered 8o long upon the road thist the san
wos ehin ng brightly over decuyed roof of Glen-
fall cottage when he entered the enclosure thut eut-
rounded it. The story he had heard gave this yurd a
terrible attraction to him. e trod slowly througt it,
and endeavorced, in imaginuton, to fllowy the path of
the bretluen who bad clutehed each other io that fearfal
death-strugyle, seeking to picture the scene vividly be-
fore his wund, that be might reproduce it witg the

wer of & master,
There grew near the od.ﬁa of the blufl'a knarled and
kootty tree which looked as if some elfin hand hud
twisted it ont of shape in it iufarcy, and nature hd
been urable to restore ite origiual grace und beanty to
ber offepring.  The rugged roots grew above the hur-
roundivg soil in many places, se of they had beenat
some fir distant peciod torn from I8 protecting ew-
brace; und it needed little effort of ke im n to
fix on thisstunted tree as the one which susthined
the elder brother while ha hnurled the younger to de-
struction upon the rocks below,
Arden eat down undar its shade, and arranged o'l the
detsi o of the pictare bo intended to paint,  Ho mado s
elight pencil sketck of the s:eno, end then procceded
o jurpect the Lhouse. This be foundia g better atato of
preservation than he bad been led to expect; and he
was surprised to find thst eforte had recenty been
made to prevent I* from fulllng entirely to desay. Tne
pillare that sopported the porieo had been carefully
R@;.:rl,hud n1ew :Ix;h. ‘b!u fonnd inside of the dor,

¢ last bie accounted for by supposing that young 1. u-
dorf bad placed it there un’pmlr'g'-.'on i )t Inlf\niun
on the night of his nocturnal vigll, though from the
acoonnt of Withers, it hud not anawered the purpose
intended,
The door nnclosed without effort, and Arden entered
n pguare ball from which apartments opened on eithar
band, Ntfleul. und damp Lud cuased the paper bung-
ings to ‘]ne from the walls, leaving only small fray-
ments elingfog bere and there, to show that they hut
oneo represented the island of Calypeo, with it yor-
geona tropical seenery, and lovely nym phe,

The rooms looked aa if they had bLeen recent!

swept, and there was no aecomulation of rabbish Im'g

b usunlly fonnd in deserted Fouses, A lurge upart-
mept 0p the soutlierp sde bad o buy window, from

crimson 0

r.lmwilIJ iammﬂifm strangely with the silvery hairand

ither ed face ed, )
it What.a eopital figure for one of Macheth's witchos,
wia the th ased throngh Arden’s mind, bat
it was speedily put to ggll!. by the ehrill, cracked veice
of the wowan, saying:
+* Are you the conceited youngstar who expects 10
Ve allowed to sleep in peace, up &t the vot yonder!
Heve von not been warned of the evil that always fol-
Jows those who abide nmder that roof 1 Young man,
don't think that you know better than auy one olee,
and persist in thid mad scheme ol'&.onn. for I tell you
that if you do you will repent it to last hour of your
Wie. 1am & wise woman, a3 the dallards call me; I
cun resd the ful “dullem hrmlt? wsmm p:uou«—ii:
om you from this fu Jfor if § 3
tvmlkf‘ on it, fatal it ahall” surely be to your whole

ture lfe."” x
f’nm worde were uttered with o volabllity that
defied interro ,oven 1f Arden had to offer
it; but be wirhed to hear all eho had placed herself in
his path to ray, and juage for himeelf of its worth, He
quietly replied:

“wy iate yonr kindness, good woman, in try-
iog to gave me from the consequences of a rash deter-
minstion; butunless you can give me soime reqson
why I shonld not berome the ocenpant of the Lennox
1 most still perist in my original intention. I

cottage,
ptical as to your power to read future events,
3::; - wghhmboml of my edncation

teaches me that to God alone s wn_the course of
events, snd their issue, Pray arise, and let me 'lmn—l
am on my way now tothe v to make my finular-
rangements Lo take possession of the ruin.”

- No—] came here to step yon, and you muy jest
stand there til! I'm ready to move and let yon over,
You louk like a senzible kind of man encngh, and I
wauld like to know what has |]mt it in your head to
risk your life in that old tamble-down place yonder,
when there is 8 good tavern in Glenfall, kept by euch
kind people as H and his wife,"”

i Lerhupe 1abull not chooss to explain my reasons
to yon, 88 I can see no right that yon have to demand
them. Will you move, or shall I'cross the rtream on
the rocks below 1

“ That would be sbont es yenturesome as thia other
folly,” coolly replied the woman: “ for the rocke are
eovered with moss, which is slippery rs the path of
life, and you'd be likely to ont the few brains
nuture gave you on some of the se jazged points, which
have run red with blood before to-day. vou tired
of life, young man, that you wish to risk it for nothing
but the eation of a whim 1"

“ Tired of Iife ! no indeed; mine is full of hope for
the futore, and eni‘:zm in the present. Look st my
elastic frame, my héalthy cheek, and hearken to m
cheerfol voice, Do any of theae boar witness to wuri—
neas of that grest boon—life I

“ You've n sonnd body, tenanted by a very nunsound
mind, then,” retorted the crone, ** or you would never
think of resting beneath the roof hannted by the fell
on may not believe

avengers of blood. 'i‘unnﬁ man,
in u:-uﬁntunl; bat I bid you beware of again en-
tering the Leunox cottage, if you wish to away

from this valley the light beart snd nularnished name
with which you entored it,”

L , old woman' Seek some more credulons
pérson on whom yon may impnes by this pretence of
second pight. 1 give no heed to wurnings of snch &
vature, Lot me pass! 1 have heard enough !

“ Yon woa't believe me, Ilunz" she said, with s
weary desperation in her voice. ** You will go on the
poth of danger, though yon are warned of the fatal
conpequences, Now listen to me, and if you can, give
faith to my parting words. If you persist in occnpying
the hauuted house, you will either never leave it niive,
or you will carry with yon from ite & miserable
rorrow, which will ¢ling to yon to the last hour of your
life ! You will mockingly ask me how I know this, I
eannot tell; but still the knowledge of it is with me:
and if yon ask the o in Glenfall, they will tell yon
that old Hetty Baine ulways firetel’s that which comes
to puse, .\:?w take or refuse the warning, as you muy

think
Ap ehe finished ing, she aroee glowly, moved to
one side, and mldm lgr.ﬂrdep to pasa, ’i{a pansed
& moment before doing po, and ¥y eaid:

* It peems very singular to me that such efforis ure
made to prevent me from following up this faucy of
wmine. Who sent yon to waylay me thus, and proclaim
your evil prophecies I

 The spirit that is within me warned meto come to
yon; by no mortal's command did I come I kave beon
sent here by a higher power than aught of sarth, to re-
veal to you the consequensee of your folly if you per-
st in guing to the cottage: but no human voice sent
me on the gieen where you were to be found.”

Arden lsughed in scom af this re ?. und the crond
shook her finger menacingly towa.rﬂl im us she said:

4 The foolish seeth not his cwn folly,' wus suid
lovg ago, and it is as true now ns when it was first
uttered, Cio—I deliver you over to the merey of the
evil epirits who rule your fute. When they have dealt
d‘-:ltlb,ifj 1 will look on you again, either in life or in

L

She hobbled away with the aid of & eruteh, and the
young men went on his wuy, more obatmately deter-
mined than ever to follow vat the plan which seemed
to aronse such opposidon. Recklers d.nmﬁ was the
leading trait in his character, and an ntter disbelief in
the supernatural gave him 1 more vinid contompt for
the warnings he I.‘!Inul received than they perhaps de-
served. In spite of the renewed remonstrances of the
tavern-keeperand his wife, Arden remained firm to
his purpose to pass the coming night ut the haunted
beoie; sud & cot beditend, his artis's chair, und a
smnll table were conveyedto the room with the bay
window, together with & lsmp and his painting mater:-
ale. Oid Jery assisted Arden to serange them, bat no
inducement conld beotfered him to remain after the sun
b: d surk over the western hills, The cheerfal light of
that luminary seemed to the bejggar a tacit defiance of
the mulice of the houss fiends who avaded themssives
of the pight and darknees to work out their evil pur-
potes; and, with many m sgiviags, Jerry lell the
conrageons stranger alone,

Arden walked about the yurd until the sturs were
Littering in myriade in the clondless azure of the
eavens, and thought that night had vever been so

lovely before, He was relactant to relinter the hoase
though he felt no dread of its uneanthly inmates—an
he believed e bad taken every precantion sguinst the
tutrnaion of more subatantial ones, b{hp!uim strong
instenings on the door leading from room he in-
tended to oceapy.

At length he remembered that he must write to hls
cousin that night, that bis letter might be sent on the
morrow; for,in that secluded plw-:‘?he mail wis only
eent out twice in the cowree of the week  Tais consin
wiia the only near friend that he claimed on earth; the
two {nnnn wen hud been reared by a buchelor nnele,
who had recently died, und Jeft them, &0 fur as thoy
knew to the contrary, without another relutive in the
United States; distant consina they claimed in Eogland,
but no juterconrse had ever boen with them,

By the dim light of the single lamp, the large room
looked dreary und desslase enongh; but Arden soon
turped his thoughts completely from his surronndiog,
und fixed them npon the page bofore him. Witha
mg!d hand Le wrote, After iving an aocount of the
old ruin, the soperstiticus fear with which it was re-
gurded, und his own schome, &o., he said:

** Fred, I wonld not exchunge my donate love of
my beantiful art. for the wost brilliant fortane sarth
can oller; therefore you are welvome to the wnrldnis
wealth whieli 1 onee thought weuld be equally shu
between us,

By this time the Luainess relutive to the settlement
of our uncle’s estite is completed, and you have come
into possession of the handsome fortune he left.
Hevceforth yon ean pursus yoar investigations withon
mfardla expensa, and this ia boat for us both, after
wl,  You require this money to follow the only purani:
in whish you can find i while L only need
good bealdh, u light heart and a skillful hand to secom.
sleh that for wlﬁnh patnre designad me from my hicth,

o bave different paths assiyued us, and wo mast uct
accordingly ; my uncle felt this, and so made the difller-
ence in onr inherituuce, which some of our friends
thonght so nnjnat,  Yon know that I bave not shared

in this feeling, Fred, but felt glad that to yon had been
given the weans of pursuiug the chimers that hue takeg
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bad himself put upon the door, and saw that they were
in place. The windows on the side of the room, by
long misuse, were so fimly imbedded in their frames
that it was jwpossible to move them; and the ba
window, which let in air and light,
stream in sch 5 maner that any one who
to enter the room would risk
the rocks below, and
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ision which possessed all the
- Arden was mxiumlbn:bpllﬁ ]
conch, and eaw by thedﬁichenug hﬁ‘ :Jd thup;ugg

over WAViD:
m-wl fignre standing o’nrhi‘bmw:
His body see

float awsy in , with &
ment gue nh;pmmmd_ mmet be
irits when first conscions ofnm
clog of mortality. Toen he 1o oar
[ lwkduwnmhtbebnhhmﬁ.uln?
into a templo of taste wud walls wers
covesed with gilded scroll work, enclosing medallions
filled with pictures of scnsuons . The floor
glowed with Aowers of brilliant dyes, scattered over
the pale azare groundwork of & rich ¢ar Hearlly
carved farniture stood sgainst the sod in b
dees recese of the curtained window sal & mRaghty,
bard-looking man, exsmining & bundle of papers.
Upon his fostures was an éXpression m ah-
straction, and his thin lips were comp with an
expression of iron determination. His dress was of the
1a of & past day, and bis gray hair was dra wu
back from the lofty brow and iuto & cue be-
hind. l:liuﬁ:-nm of dark velvet, and rafftes of deli-
cate lace fell over his elender, aristocratic-.
bande., On the left one was worn & ring
large dismond of singulur luster, and, as the head thas
bore it moved nerromlﬁl:mot.g the papers, the dreao-
er particularly poticed the antique @ of the stooe.
It was & wide civclet of ve gold, on which »
wrenth of forgit-me-nols were exq enimeled.
Suddenly a figure, whose entrance he’ had not ob-
served can e gliaing over the floor with nolseless tread ;
e drew near the reader, sud looked over his shonlder.
As he thus leaned forward, his dark, stro mark
features secmed Lo glow with malignant
new comer wis a young man of pow.
his dress was of a_ diferent era from that
elder one; it was also of coarser textare
wly make, and his dark bair was
After a few mo

raised
it was fixed above the s
then making a swift plunge, he seized the
nmphantly held them aloft, and waved them
bead, The old man sarted ?, and &
enened—no sourd was ut-ered, thongh
two moved as if they were bitterly re
Tte robber bore off the papers,
such the resemblanco between the v
to be, lying stunved and broised npon the

Arden dimly eaw two other ﬁﬂ;- itting around
the old man who seemed to raise ap and endea
to restore him to conscionsness; but his vsion see
to be violently 1urved from them and compelled to fal-
low the moyéments of the elder brother.

By rome ble power, without velitiom
of his own, he in spirit that room to the e~
tagon one, and saw the dark-browed man ox-
nmine the records he bad so violend
:hndl.htnmhforsntaspulnw to

em,

Beyond this the vision ssemed broken into confusad
fragments, He was conscions of & violent effort on his
own to discover iu what spgs the pucloiner coa-
o mfanpms,mhiu stalwart form scomed sud-
denlm into dimness, and the only be-
held again with distinctnees as he lasued from the
door of the room with an expression of malignant tri-
umlrhonbhfwe.

e was met there by his two brethren
fierce pantomime was neted, in which this
not come off conqueror,
the pele futher tottering
his feeble
figrres floated dimly
ond he was cunacions that
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vions nirln bad gives him
The vivid dream which }
came buck to him, and he half smiled as be thooght
thia was n;ml{lhn resalt olfl
to concernivg the cottage. He
ing of conlusu for thuse who m“llml pted
Jay npon his tears, and an emotion of self:
) obgnhun&ufto them all, for tao seene on
which his eyes re buthed in the clear hght of
?olrnﬂ.g. was one caleulated to Il his artist soul with
dotlg,
With wrapt vision the eye of Arden roved over the
niet valley und followed ihe graceful undalations of
¢ rising wist s it dow!ly swept upwurd from the
hillsides like clonds of incense to the god of day. The
hirds were filling the air with their melody, and the
decp undertone of the falling water formed 4 fit an-
them for the heavenly moruing on wluch the arist

gazed.

The impulee to sketch the scene seized him, und be
turned rapidly toward his table. Drawing it forwurd
to the right position he was about to take up his port-
folip, when something he saw there caused ham 1o elart
buck und chaoge eolor, I'ﬁnzln lottar 8o had
left there the night before luy a of 03
which g fow lines were sernwled in an almost illagible
band, With strange perplexity Arden lifted
read this warning:—

your door,
u precipice. How
you slept! but I forbore from
Tty e
orthwith, and if you

will obey; & aurgd time be at my merey, and yon will
not so lightly eecape.”

domhﬁhai b b{hm red by mofivos of daadl
iter, who migbl be act ¥ :
tility toward the bold Yuvader of his hannted

" T lho!uiullal_’ l.lur e

colnmue. L Ve
%ﬁfu.m of it from whiete it Jeaves off bere can be
ound unly in e New: York Ledger, the s Gamily
j aper, to which the wost wrilers In the coun-
H uuuht:i;nt&’ and w::;h wh for n‘n'h b:lt! al;. a;u muo“
e
o) g ol Soag B ik Jor the New-York Ladger

«f Mareh 3, which will mgmlnnlfg.mlmﬂ
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| ook stoiw, the Krﬂnl‘fuflbll‘ﬂ‘ﬂl'ur-lu,ﬂ
copy §f you will send bim five cents in
Tl‘:- Ledyer is muiled 1o subsoribers

two copler for 3 Add

Honper, publisber, No, 48

the handsomest und

wloguntly illustruted, and
uuahzm lis present circulation is

dred thourand copies, which s
can give of te m"“?“




